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XNTSLLI6ENCE MEMORANDUM 



The Situation in Cgedioalovakia 
! (As o2 1260BDT) 



' -1. Talka b«twa«n the Czti^oslovak delegation in 
Moficow-«nd Soviet represent Atlvos resumed this morning* 
Western news services reported tliAt preparations Cor the 
•departure of the Cseohoslovaks had been made, then 
suddenly cancelled. 

*j 2e. According to a Czechoslovak radio station/ 
» .I:)ep^ty Premier Husaki .who is in Moscow# stated this 
/morning that Dubcek ''is to resume his functions in the 
. next ';^ew days/' Hus^ allegedly requested that the 
? .Slovak party congress be postponed until he# .,Ouboek/ and 
/*the others return from Moscow « . 

3 a Another Radio Csechoslovakia broadcast claimed 

. . ..... 

. / that President Svbboda regarded the negotiations to 
* date as being "constructive" with a prospect for a 
mutually acceptable solution « Svbboda allegedly demanded 

the release of those Czechoslovak.* officials who had been 

t 

\ interned* The Soviets reportedly received Svoboda's 
* remarks with "understanding," 
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4« Although there may be no connection f Radio 
CMohofflovakia earlier reported that preeldium mniber 
S^acek and secretariat inerober Clear -are free and' "well"' 
in C«echdalovakla« 

5,*'Pravda*8 castigation o£ the "illegal'' Czechoslovak 
Party. Congreaa publiehed on 23 August includes a blacklist 
of morf than a doaen. of its participants * Cisar is 

' especially, cited for hie antl-^arty activity^ along 
vrith Slk and Sllhan^ who is currently the acting party 
first secretary. Husak*s remarks »kd the absence of 
Duboek's nante from the list has led to speoAilation that 
MoQqow is prepared to work with Dubcek to achieve a ' 
compromise. As late as 22 August/ the Soviet; press had 
been criticizing Dubcek by name. Also missing froin the 

. blacklist .were such well-known figures as Smrkovsky and 
Cemik; whd*-along with oubcek-^-^presumably were not in 
Prague at the time oiC the Congxesa* Carnik reportedly 
is in faoscow. ' 

/ 6* The article also Attempted to put the 'best 
face 'possible on at^ least. one aspect of the activities 
of 'Foreign Minister Bajek#.Who may address the UK Security 

* Council later today* Hajek is. credited with describing 
as unreaiiistio a scheme calling for Czechoslovak "neutra^ity^* 
and withdrawal from* the Warsaw Pact. ^ gravda > adds that 

even SiUian confixmed that such a formula diiS not have 

* ' . ' '• "■ * • 

.. ^9 support of the jCon9ri»8^« ' • 
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Tkcret 



- 7» The Soviet govanment paper IgvealAa today 
attacked Rumanian' leader Ceaueeacu by name for aiding 
the CzecftioBlovak ''counter-^revolutlcn" through his 
apeeohee. The orltloiBm le the first time that the 

.Spvieta have attacked Ceaueeacu by namo recently, and 

• • ' ♦• • * . 

la probably an atteiopt to ailenoe Buchareat while 
aerioua bargaining ia taking place in Moacow. 
\. ' * a* Rumania, .however, appeara to be leaa apprehenaive 
of a Soviet Invaaion* US Enibaaay officera did not 
detect any ^'eign of real diaqulet'* among R\amanian 
of^iciala at varioua Rumanian liberation day celebrationa 
on 23 August* Deputy Premier and EKOcutive Committee 
tneRiber of the Rumanian comrouniat Party Birladeanu told 
the US .ambaaaador in Buchareat that the. danger of an 
invaelon la receding with ievery paasing dayi. He 
attributed reporta of a Soviet troop build-up. on the 
Rumaniioi border to Soviet maneuvere related to the 
CaechoalovaX aituationi and atated flatly that Rumania's 
borders with Hungary and Bulgaria aee open. There ie 
no hard evidence to oonfirm rusioriB .of troop movemente 
In Hungary^. .Bulgftria and the 088R toward Rumanian 
/ bordare. 7he oMioial Rqmaniai) news f^genoy on 24 
. August denied Western reports that part of the Rumanian 
army was to be inobiliiised. f ;. 
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V . . v>v^ .j.^ ,>9 Lv' The. ps air attiioh«;.ln;Budapep.t :;jpap<iji*9^^^ no i. 
r ./'vvovidahcsd .^f "a bu|^ldup - b£ ' ,trbopa ;iiiy tiputjia^torn Hungary 
'^i^jiaiMr^ the nvmianfan br Yugoa lav7liordar« " diurlpg .a tirlp on . 
• \ ^ 2 3 'Augus t i ' Ho a aw*^ no Indioatiidns ' bfi * an i alort. ' or any • 
ai:gn ;o£ iMy..>bro6p x^^ and 
Hungarian military road traffic aa bolnij beldv nomal • 



•I 
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12.: Hungarian praes. coVdrage o£ Czechoalovak 
developments continues to lean heavily on Soviet press 
pomment. ; Several papers, l^owever, surveyed both 
communist* and non-cofnmunist foreign pxess reactions to 
the orlsi^r including Yugoslav President Tito*s 
e^qpresslon ofi "g^^^^ disturbance and bitterness.** 
The Hungarians have not yet jaxmned Hungarian language 

VOA or RFfi broadoaats* 

* ' . «' 

13; The US Htabassy in Sofia reports wide but muted 
Bulge^rian disappijoval of the invasion and of Bulgarians 
participation, Ijhe crisis has increased tension between 

i 

Yugoalavijs and Bxilgaria, ii^ich has been cleairly 
signfilled by the [recent reopening ofi the Macedonian 
dispute in inajor press organs.* According to B\ilgarifui 
. civil ai]^ offioialSr .the Bulgariens. violated Yugoslav 
airspace jby flying troops across Yugoslavia to Hungary. 

" lMt» Item / 

^ \ . • r • ' . : 

A western nsws agency has reported that ^ the 
'Boviet-cj^cftioaXovak teUcs have endedr and thet Svoboda, 

.Dubcek atjd Oarnflc will fly back to Pregua "shortly.** 

... • * * • • 
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